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mer’s labour in getting up and chasing out 
the intruders for a sufficient distance as 
noise works better—the cattle tend to run 
beyond audible limits. 

During day hours, birds can be frightened 

off likewise. 


l 7S 

The beauty of this alarm lies in its simpli¬ 
city yet remarkable efficiency and further 
that all the ingredients are locally available, 
absolutely. 

Prabhakar, Joshj 
Department of Botany, University of Rajasthan, Jaipur 


MANGIFERA CAMPTOSPERMA PIERRE—AN INTERESTING ADDITION TO 
T#E INDIAN FLORA FROM GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND 


During a Joint scientific expedition to the 
Great Nicobar Island in 1966, the senior 
author collected a species of Mangifera with 
immature fruits and could not confirm its 
identity for lack of flowers and mature iruits. 
In 1977, more specimens of this species with 
mature fruits were collected by the junior 
author. A critical study revealed that the 
species in question is Mangifera camptos- 
perma Pierre, a native of Vietnam and found 
also in Thailand and Burma. In India there 
are 3 species of Mangifera (M. indica L., 
M. sylvatica Roxb. and M. andamanica 
King). The present finding of M. camptos- 
perma Pierre from the Great Nicobar Island 
constitutes an addition to the Indian rioia. 

It is interesting to point out that the fruit 
of this species is flat and has the odour and 
taste of cultivated Mango except that the 
mesocarp is thin and fibrous, and the seed 
occupies the major portion of the fruit, me 
wild species may prove useful in improving 
our cultivated varieties and can be conserved 
in our germplasm collections, as mentioned 
in an earlier publication (Thothathri, _ I 973 ^ 
A description together with an illustration ol 
M. camptosperma is therefore presented in 
this paper. 

Large trees ; 30 m high, growing m the 
interior beach and low land forests in 
sandy loam. Leaves oblong, 14-45* 4-8 
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cm, cuneate at bose, acuminate to caudate 
entire, glabrous ; lateral nerves 15-20 pairs ; 
petioles 1.5 -2.8 cm, glabrous pulvinate. 
Fruits flat, elliptic, 6 - 9 x 6 - 8 cm, green 
when unripe and yellow when ripe; epicarp 
thin, mesocarp fibrous, 0.8 - 3.0 cm thick, 
endocarp woody. Seeds reniform 5x3 cm, 
filling most of the cavity of the stone. 

Flowering material has not been collected 
as yet. 

Frts: March-J uly. 

Distrib .: India (Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands); Vietnam, Thailand and Burma. 

Specimens examined : Nicobars : East 
coast forest, Campbell bay, Great Nicobar 
Island, 4.3.1966, Thothathri < 5 * Banerjee 
11369 (CAL); Campbell bay to Chengappa 
bay, Great Nicobar Island, 11.6.1977, Bala- 
krishnan 5705 (PBL) ; 30 km on road to Py- 
galmalion point from Campbell bay, 19.7. 
1977, Balakrishnan 5858 (CAL, PBL). Anda¬ 
mans: South Andaman, Jirkatang III, 13.4. 
1977, Balakrishnan 5508 (PBL). 
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Botanical Survey of India, Howrah 
AND 

N. P. Balakrishnan 

Botanica. Survey of India, Allahabad 














>77 


SHORT COMMUNICATIONS: BULL. BOT. SUKV. INDIA VOL. 24 (1-4); j^ 8 l 


REFERENCES 

Hooker, J. D. Flora of British India 2. London. 1876. 

Kcre, S. Description of new plants from the Nicobar 
Islands. Joeim. Bot- London 4 : 321-323. 1875. 

-A Sketch of the vegetation of the Nicobar Islands. 

Joum. Asiatic Soc. Bengal 45 (3) : 105-164. 1876. 
Parkinson, C. E. A Forest Flora cf the Andaman Islands. 
Simla- 1923. 


Pram, D. On a botanical visit to Little Ar daman and 
the Nteofaan. Proceed. Asiatic Soc. Bengal 156-175. 


Sahni, K. Botanicst exploration in Great Nicobar lslar d. 
Indian Forester 79 (I) : 3-7. 1953. 

Thothathri, K. Botanical results of the Joint Scientific 
Expedition to the Great Nicobar Inland. Bull bot 
Sun. India 15 : 235-265. 1973. 


OBSERVATION ON DOUBLE COCONUT IN THE INDIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 


1. Lodokea maldivica (J. F. Gmel.) Pcrs. 

(Arecaceac)—Fig. i. 

Commonly known as Double coconut or 
coco de Met Lodoicez maldivica (J. F. GmeJ.) 
Pers. (Syn. L. seychellarum Lahill) is a 
very large palm with gigantic leaves and 
bearing the largest seed in the plant king¬ 
dom. For centuries the seed was attributed 
to have a supernatural origin until the tree 
itself was discovered in 1743* 

It is an indigenous plant of Seychelles 
found in Praslin (’Isle of Palms) and Curie- 
use Island, and is protected by law, as the 
demand for nuts by tourists and others cons¬ 
titutes a threat to the species. Recently 
Government of the Republic of Seychelles 
has taken over the sole distribution and 
sale of the nut at a fixed price for control¬ 
ling over-exploitation. 

This wonderful plant was introduced in 
the Indian Botanic Garden in 1894 and cul¬ 
tivated in the Large Palm House located 
in Divn. No. 17. Germination of the seed 
and initiation of the first two leaves took 
about ten years. One leaf is produced at a 
time in a very close spiral to the left, around 
the stem. Growth of the plant is very slow, 
apparently 3-4 cm a year. The base of the 
tree lies about 2 m under the ground. The 
sheathing bases of older leaves are still per¬ 
sisting around the trunk measuring together 
about 25-28 cm across (including the bases). 


The crown is about 10 m in height. Thd 
leaf arises like a large rod, gradually appear¬ 
ing as a folded fan and later opening into 
a broadly ovate blade with subpendulouft 
folds or segments, 4-10 cm broad. They 
are yellowish green, 4-6 m long and 2-4 m 
wide on stout stalks 2-4 m long, the bases 



Fig. 1. Lodoicta maldivica (G- F. Cmrl.) Pm. 
showing a view of the 86 years old tree. 



